
FILLER / VACCINE RELATED FACIAL SWELLING

For Patients Concerned about Filler / Vaccine side e�ects.

It was recently reported in a trial of the Moderna Vaccine that 3 people out of 15 184 reported swelling in 
areas treated with dermal �ller.  All three patients recovered with prescription of steroids and antihistamines. 

What Caused it? Delayed reactions to dermal �ller are an established but rare side e�ect of dermal �ller, and 
are associated with any cause of in�ammation - for example by viral, bacterial infections and dental proce-
dures. 

Why would the vaccine cause it? All vaccines are designed to teach the immune system to recognise a 
potential infectious agent without the risk of infection, and to do this they must trigger the immune system 
to react.  An in�ammatory response is when the immune system learns.  

It is therefore expected that a small number of people may exhibit symptoms of in�ammation after a vaccine, 
and sometimes this is seen at the site of �ller.   This is similar to what can rarely happen with any cough, cold 
or viral infection and is NOT the vaccine attacking the �ller. 

What if I get it?  It’s important to know that a only a very small minority of people are likely to get this symp-
tom.  In many cases mild swelling may require no treatment, but steroids and antihistamines can be used to 
control the in�ammation if needed. Only in a minority of cases would dissolving the �ller be recommended. 

What you should do: 

Having dermal �ller in the past or future is NOT a reason to avoid the vaccine as the bene�ts of protection will 
far out way side e�ects for the average person. 

If you were planning a procedure it may be simpler to leave a 2-4 week gap after the vaccine where the 
immune system is likely to be more active than usual. 

If you do experience any swelling please get in touch with us for advice.  We will 
help you decide on the best way to manage it, or whether to simply carefully moni-
tor. 
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More Free Resources available at www.drtimpearce.com
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